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In Mr. Davey's collection was also a letter from the Earl of Sandwich to Pepys, dated from Tangier Bay, 1661, in which he expresses his sorrow on hearing of the death of Pepys's uncle. This letter illustrates a passage in the Diary, September 30th, 1661, when Pepys speaks of being "very busy about the business of sending forces to Tangier and the fleet to my Lord of Sandwich" (vol. ii., p. 113). Sandwich writes, " I came to this place supposing to meet ye fleet from England, but I perceive they will be longer ere they come, and to avoid idleness I goe to sea again, and see if we can light on any Turks." Lord Sandwich encloses a letter from Edward Shepley, which contains further account of fighting at Tangier.
As we progress in the reading of the Diary we find a great improvement in the social standing of the friends and acquaintances that pass before our eyes. At first there are a large number of persons respecting whom we can find no account, and about whom probably nothing will ever be found; but as years passed, and Pepys improved his social position, he became acquainted with many of the most important men of his time. Even early in life he had known some distinguished men, such as Selden and those who congregated around James Harrington at the Rota or Coffee Club.
Allusion has already been made to some of his many relations, and some of his colleagues at the Navy Office will be mentioned in the next chapter of this "Pepysiana" (VI.). Here something more than has appeared in the notes may be said respecting a few of the persons mentioned in the Diary.
RUMBOLD.
William Rumbold (1613-1667) was Comptroller of the Great Wardrobe, and had been employed as clerk in the same office before the Rebellion. He died on May 27th, 1667, and left a widow (Mary, daughter of William Barclay, esquire of the body to Charles L, who only survived him a few months), and four children under age. The eldest of them, Mary, married James Sloane, M.P. for Thetford, elder brother of Sir Hans Sloane? the second daughter, Jane,